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if that is true, we should be able to replicate
it everywhere.

You heard the Vice President say 98 per-
cent of us have televisions. Well, once, just
a few of us did. We all figured out how every-
body could get a television. You heard John
Doerr say that 50 percent of the parents—
more than 50 percent of the parents with
children in school now have personal com-
puters in their homes. Any pretty soon it will
be a lot higher than that and go way down
in lower income levels.

Why is it—and I mean this as a com-
pliment to our first speakers, our first three
speakers who talked about their schools, and
the principal of the San Antonio school dis-
trict—why is it that we want to scream with
joy when we hear them talk, when we heard
our friend from Chattanooga talking about
how they served the parents—and they had
no excuses? Why did we want to scream with
joy when we heard that? Because they are
exception, not the rule.

So, no offense, but I’d like it if 5 years
from now they could come back to this stage
and give all these talks and receive polite ap-
plause and the gratitude of a nation for get-
ting everybody else to follow their lead so
they would no longer be the exception and
not the rule.

We’ll do our part. I hope you’ll help us
get this handbook out and get it made alive
in the work of the school districts and the
country and all the schools. You’ll do yours.
But remember, our kids can do it. The only
question is whether we’re going to do our
part to make sure they get their chance to
do it. And that is, in many ways, the central
obligation of adult Americans at this moment
in our history.

And I think we owe a great debt of grati-
tude to the Vice President and Mrs. Gore
for every year reminding us about what’s
most important in all our lives and in our
country’s life.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. in
Langford Auditorium at Vanderbilt University.

Statement on the Death of Jacques
Cousteau
June 25, 1997

Hillary and I, along with tens of millions
around the world, were saddened to learn
of the death of a man with rare insight and
extraordinary spirit, Jacques Cousteau. While
we mourn his death, it is far more appro-
priate that we celebrate his remarkable life,
and the gifts he gave to all of us.

Jacques Cousteau will be remembered for
many things. He enabled mankind to truly
become part of the sea and the creatures that
live there, inventing scuba gear and creating
the first one-person submarine. Most appro-
priately, he will be remembered for his serv-
ice to us all on the good ship Calypso.
Through his many documentaries, movies,
and television specials, Captain Cousteau
showed us both the importance of the world’s
oceans and the beauty that lies within. We
are all far richer, and more caring, for his
having shared his time on Earth with the
human family.

One of his most important documentaries
was titled ‘‘The World of Silence.’’ Thanks
to a life spent dedicated to serving all of
God’s creation, his legacy will be not silence.
Rather, it will be continuing to inspire people
the world over to love, appreciate, and re-
spect the sea.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
June 25, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report
on progress toward a negotiated settlement
of the Cyprus question. The previous submis-
sion covered progress through January 31,
1997. The current submission covers the pe-
riod February 1, 1997, through March 31,
1997.

The highlight of this reporting period was
the start of U.N.-sponsored proximity talks
on the island. The United States strongly
supported efforts by the United Nations to
engage the two Cypriot leaders productively
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in these talks in preparation for direct nego-
tiations. We have stated our support for the
U.N.’s undertaking on several occasions and
have urged both leaders to seize the oppor-
tunity to demonstrate their commitment to
the reconciliation process.

Although his appointment fell outside the
current reporting period, I am very pleased
that Richard Holbrooke will serve as my Spe-
cial Presidential Emissary for Cyprus. He as-
sumes his duties at a time when tensions on
the island have eased due to the overflight
moratorium recently agreed to by the parties,
as well as their agreement to begin the U.N.-
sponsored direct talks in early July. I have
asked Ambassador Holbrooke to use his
proven negotiating skills and superb knowl-
edge of the region to support the U.N. ef-
forts.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Swiss Confederation-United
States Tax Convention and Protocol
June 25, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith for Senate advice and

consent to ratification the Convention Be-
tween the United States of America and the
Swiss Confederation for the Avoidance of
Double Taxation with Respect to Taxes on
Income, signed at Washington, October 2,
1996, together with a Protocol to the Con-
vention. An enclosed exchange of notes with
an attached Memorandum of Understanding,
transmitted for the information of the Sen-
ate, provides clarification with respect to the
application of the Convention in specified
cases. Also transmitted is the report of the
Department of State concerning the Conven-
tion.

This Convention, which is similar to tax
treaties between the United States and other
Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) nations, provides
maximum rates of tax to be applied to various

types of income and protection from double
taxation of income. The Convention also pro-
vides for exchange of information and sets
forth rules to limit the benefits of the Con-
vention so that they are available only to resi-
dents that are not engaged in treaty shop-
ping.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to this Conven-
tion and give its advice and consent to ratifi-
cation.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 25, 1997.

Remarks at a Dinner for Senator
Carol Moseley-Braun in Chicago,
Illinois
June 25, 1997

Thank you very much, Mayor and Mrs.
Daley; Reverend Barrow; Representative
Jones and Chairman LaPaille; Mr. Houlihan.
I’m sorry Paul Simon left. I have sat in on
so many of his speeches, and he sat in on
so many of mine—I was sort of getting used
to getting back to our old routine. I miss Paul
Simon in the Senate, but I’m glad he’s still
here caring about Illinois. He doesn’t have
an ax to grind, and I think we ought to listen
to his recommendations.

Let me also say that I had a good time,
Mayor, when I got off the plane and I took
my little helicopter to Meigs Field, soon to
be Daley Park—[laughter]—and there were
still people there when I got out, and they
said, ‘‘Welcome home, Mr. President,’’ and
I love that. Chicago has sort of become my
second home—Illinois has. And you all re-
member that on St. Patrick’s Day in 1992,
the victory we had here and up in Michigan
pretty well assured the nomination, and I will
always be grateful for that.

And I try to water my Chicago roots when-
ever I can. You know, we had the Bulls at
the White House the other day, and Scottie
Pippen got up and referred to me as his
‘‘homeboy’’—[laughter]—after which Mi-
chael Jordan said that Hillary would always
be first in the hearts of Chicagoans. That’s
a battle I was glad to lose. [Laughter]
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